OSURA Board Meeting Minutes

Friday, January 7, 2011

Present:  Gideon Alegado, John Block, Carroll DeKock, Erin Haynes, Jim Krueger, Tom McClintock, Gerry Olson, Helen Polensek, Susan Poole, Shelly Signs, Gary Tiedeman, Terri Tower, Jo Anne Trow.

Absent: Carol Kronstad 

Invited guests: (Representing Triad Club) Larry Pribyl and Nick Houtman
Meeting called to order at 10:01 A.M. by President Susan Poole.

Approval of minutes: The December meeting minutes were approved as distributed and revised via email, with the addition of listing Gerry Olson as absent on Dec.3.

Treasurer’s report: Terri Tower reported for Carol Kronstad that we have spent $2782.35 of our $9000 allotment in the XURA account. For the OSU Foundation account, the current balance is $32012.

Guest presentation: Our invited guests from the OSU Triad Club, President Nick Houtman and Past President Larry Pribyl described both the current activities of Triad and its 85-year history on the OSU campus. Triad meets Thursday at noon in MU 109 during the academic year. The meetings consist of a catered lunch and invited speaker, usually from campus. The aim of Triad is to promote fellowship among members of the OSU community, both active and retired. All members of the campus community are welcome to participate. In that Triad has a number of retirees in its ranks, OSURA and Triad have a number of interests in common.
Committee Reports
Finance Comm: Terri Tower distributed and discussed the first Quarterly Finance Report. This new report format was generated by the OSURA Finance Comm. It compares the current budget, and its various categories, with the OSU-XURA and OSU Foundation data. This current report gives results through 12/31/2010.
Communications Comm: Gary Tiedeman discussed potential articles to appear in the Spring Newsletter. It was decided that the Spring letter should go out in late April (no later than May 1st.) He asked that contributions to the newsletter be sent to him by the first of April.
Membership Comm: Gerry Olson reported that we have now have 318 paid memberships. The committee has been asked to send letters to those who have paid dues for a year or more in advance, telling them their options. Former Board President Bill Smart will be joining the committee.
Member Services Comm: Jo Anne Trow reported that the next program, The Future of Higher Education, is being presented January 27 at 3:30 P.M. in LaSells-Stewart Center (Engineering Auditorium.) The regular Pre-retirement presentation is being planned for Spring Term. Clara Pratt will be participating again.

Program Comm: Helen Polensek reported that the next program is “Bollywood Dancing,” scheduled for Wednesday, January 19 at 2:00P.M in the OSU Foundation Conference Room. Following that program will be an OSU Theater event on February 11 (Glengarry Glen Ross) and a Women’s Gymnastics event on February 25. The date of the Women’s basketball event has been changed. A new date is not available yet.

Helen. Terri, and Susan have been working with the Golfing-event group. There is a common interest in implementing a regular Golf/OSURA season kickoff event that includes fundraising and non-golfing activities in addition to golf competition. Helen Polensek moved (Gerry Olson seconded) that the By-laws be revised to designate the Golf Committee as a standing committee of OSURA. Motion passed without dissent. This proposal will be voted on at the next Board meeting as per the By-laws. ACTION. 
John Block reported on the costs of group tours of the Evergreen Air and Space Museum in McMinnville. A minimum of 15 is required for group rates. There is a museum pass option that admits the person to either the Air Museum or the Space Museum or a campus pass option that admits a person to both museums. IMAX theater tickets are extra. The Program Comm. will discuss this potential trip at its next meeting.

Scholarship Comm: John Block reported that Scholarship application brochures have been distributed. Completed applications are due by March 7.

Nominating Comm: Chair Jo Anne Trow requested that Board members provide her with names of OSURA members they would like to see nominated for the several 2014 Board positions that will become open. Her committee plans to communicate in February with all current OSURA members asking them to suggest either fellow members, or themselves, as potential candidates.
Volunteer Comm: Terri Tower said that she will be requesting volunteers for the Career Fair in February as usual.

Northwest Retirees Meeting Comm: Terri Tower said that her committee does not plan to meet in January. Room reservations, dates, and keynote speaker have already been reported on. A number of important areas, such as schedule, registration fee, banquet menu, and publicity (including contact lists from participating schools) will need to be considered.
Staff Report: Shelly Signs will be sending out email announcements for the January 27 program soon. She requested of Board members that when sending her information to be emailed to OSURA membership, the information be emailed to her in “ready-to-go” format, i.e., boldface titles and detail succinctly organized the way you want the members to see it.
AROPE. Gerry Olson reported that the next AROPE meeting will be January 11 in the Elks Lodge. AROPE meetings are held every other month, with March 8 following the January meeting. OSURA members are welcome at these meetings. The March 8 meeting will be of special relevance because its subject is PERS and the Legislature.
Gary Tiedeman pointed out the importance of the activities of OPRI (Oregon Public Retirees Inc.) and suggested that an OPRI update be part of our Board agenda.

New Business
Honorary membership in OSURA. There was a general discussion of this topic, with Susan Poole reading the relevant portion of the By-laws. Currently, we have four such memberships: Paul and Les Risser, Ed and Beth Ray, Sean Arey, and Larry Roper. It was agreed to continue discussion, and perhaps, propose new honorary memberships at the February meeting.
Meeting adjourned 11:45 A.M.  Next Meeting Friday, February 4th, Cascade Hall, 10:00 A.M. Future meetings: March 4, April1st, Annual Meeting May 11.

Minutes submitted by Jim Krueger, Secretary.

