Oregon State University Retirement Association
Board Meeting Minutes – Friday, March 21, 2008

Members present:  Kathy Heath, Shelly Houghtaling, Bobbye Koeper, Mike Rainbolt, Jo Anne Trow, Curt McCann, and Bill Smart.  Carol Kronstad, OSURA Representative to the Parking Committee, was present as a guest.  Member Gary Tiedeman arrived about 11 AM.  Members not present:  Ken Krane, Nancy Evans, Kathy Meddaugh, Erin Haynes and Barb Stuber.
President Kathy Heath called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.

In the absence of Secretary Evans, Curt McCann took notes.

Minutes of Meeting of February 15, 2008:  Initially lacking a quorum, Smart moved and Trow seconded a motion to deal with issues requiring a quorum by email.  Motion passed.  A quorum was present when Tiedeman arrived.
Treasurer’s Report:  In Treasurer Meddaugh’s absence, President Heath reported an account balance of $14,307.06.  President Heath reported that she wrote to all people who have not renewed membership.
The Old Business agenda item Parking at OSURA events was taken up first to accommodate Kronstad’s participation.  McCann mentioned looking into using the OSU Foundation meeting room as a place for OSURA seminars because it has ample parking adjacent; but OSUF no longer makes the room available to outside groups.  Kronstad discussed challenges the Parking Committee deals with trying to accommodate many requests for exceptions to rules, and distributed parking and shuttle maps.  Houghtaling and Koeper discussed special passes available to groups at a reduced price.  Someone suggested doing OSURA seminars during break weeks to minimize parking challenges.    
Committee Reports:

Member Services Committee – There was general discussion of the PERS seminar held on March 4th in the Withycombe Theater, including comments about the dim lighting, and lights in the eyes of presenters.  A video and DVD of the program is on the OSURA web site.  President Heath reported that the dinner with Director Cleary was very beneficial.

Tiedeman reviewed preparations for the Pre-Retirement Seminar on Tuesday, April 22nd from 10 AM to 12 in MU 206.  Refreshments will be provided.  There will be four panelists (one Classified) and a DVD by Peter Bloome.  Tiedeman has been in touch with Jacque Rudolph about optimizing permission for staff to attend the program.
With Bill Wilkins declining to chair the committee again, a new Chair is needed.  A number of candidates were mentioned, but action will await resolution of related Constitution/By Laws issues at the next Board meeting.  Additional committee members are also needed.  

The committee decided it will not do a summer 2008 program.
Program Committee – Heath mentioned the OSU/USC women’s basketball event went in the hole about $106, but not a problem.  Smart talked about the Wave Lab tour arranged by Jim Krueger and had about 20 attendees.  About 12 people attended the visit to the Linus Pauling Special Collections tour by Cliff Meade.  Ron Wrolstad is arranging a tour of the Beer and Fermentation Labs on April 22nd.  President Heath is working on setting a tour of the new Gill Annex, probably May 21st or 22nd.  McCann reported on the Hatfield Marine Science Center tour scheduled for May 8th.  It was agreed to charge a $20 fee for the program that will include riding the bus, the tour and lunch.  If people choose to drive, we will still want the $20 registration fee.  Want to get the publicity for this event out by March 27th through Smart and Tiedeman.  Kronstad has agreed to be the co-facilitator for this program.
Volunteer Committee – Koeper reported that there is a one-day Career Fair on April 30 for which OSURA will be seeking volunteers.

Golf Committee – Heath reported that Dow Poling agreed to chair the committee.

Old Business:

Volunteer of the Year Award – Bill Wilkins nominated Al Mukatis.  President Heath mentioned Ron Lovell, former 2-year chair of the Scholarship Committee and Newsletter Editor as a candidate.

Annual Meeting – President Heath led the discussion about sending invitations by Houghtaling to go out about 3 weeks before the May 14th date with parking passes.  VP Luanne Lawrence and Larry Landis, University Archivist, will be the main speakers.  Invitations will be in the same format as last year.  There will be no entertainment, as such.  Finalize details at the next meeting.
Scholarship Endowment – Discussion about whether to set up an endowment with the Benton County Foundation with “significant advantages” from a purely financial point; or with OSU foundation out of “loyalty”.  Rainbolt made a proposal to move $10K into an endowment fund at OSUF, which Trow made a motion seconded by Smart.  The motion carried.

Nomination Committee – Ken Krane submitted the Nominating Committee recommendation to President Heath by email:  Trow for President-elect, Tiedeman to remain on the Board and Kronstad, Jim Krueger and Susan Poole at-large nominees.  Krane recommended the Board rather than the Nominating Committee deal with the issue of choosing Board Officers – a by-laws issue.

Scholarship Committee – Houghtaling said there is a Committee meeting next Wednesday to review scholarship applications, for which the closing deadline is this week.

New Business:

Regional Gathering 2009 – President Heath said something to the effect that we want to do this, but don’t want to do it in the fall – too busy a season.

By-Laws Considerations – President Heath suggested asking Ken Krane to explain constitutional and by-lays issues about nominations, Board Officers, etc. at the next meeting.
Other:
Newsletter – Tiedeman is targeting late April/early May to get the next issue out.  Houghtaling needs 10 days to process, so looking for the editing to be done by April 21st.  Tiedeman is soliciting “OSU Trivia” for inclusion in the newsletter.

Oregon State Fair – President Heath distributed an email from VP Lawrence proposing OSU participate in an “OSU Day” at the fair – maybe on August 24th – something OSURA might want to participate in.
Board Meeting – The next meeting will be on Friday, April 18th  at 10 AM in the President’s Conference Room.

Meeting adjourned at 11:45 AM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Curt McCann 

