Oregon State University Retirement Association (OSURA)

Minutes of the Board Meeting

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Present:
Bill Brennan, Irma Delson, Les Dunnington, David Eiseman, Gale Hazel, George Keller, Kathy Meddaugh, Jean Peters, Marilyn Sarff, Bill Wilkins

Guests:
John Byrne, Ron Lovell
 

Approval of Board Meeting Minutes:  The Minutes from the February 27, 2003 OSURA Board Meeting were approved as written.

Treasurer’s Report:
The current balance in the OSURA account is $1044.44.  Bill Wilkins mentioned that OSURA has received some membership renewals.

Announcement:  Gale Hazel requested the Board’s approval to send an announcement concerning the April 7, 2003 OSU Day at the Capitol event to OSURA members via the OSURA email listserv.   This request, in the form of a motion, passed unanimously. 

Current Business:

· Pauling Collection Tour:  Those who attended the tour mentioned that the attendance was light.  After a brief discussion, Board members offered suggestions to improve event attendance in the future.  They were:

1. Prepare a survey to inquire about future activities of interest to members that could be distributed at the upcoming Annual Meeting.  Jean Peters and Les Dunnington volunteered to put together a draft survey.

2. Irma Delson suggested the organization think about offering tours to off-campus sites.

3. As part of the ongoing discussion on how to publicize OSURA events to all retirees, Kathy Meddaugh was asked to craft language that addresses the issue of extending to someone else (in Human Resources, for example) the authorization to release addresses and phone numbers of OSU retirees for OSURA’s use.  Currently, Kathy is the only one who has the authorization and permission to release retiree information for mailings. Due to Kathy’s recent retirement, authorizing and identifying someone else who can continue to provide this data is becoming increasingly urgent. 

The Board agreed that having access to an OSU retiree email list would also facilitate dissemination of information of interest to retirees.  To date, no list containing OSU retiree email addresses exists.  

· OSURA Newsletter: Gale Hazel distributed a draft of The Beaver Log, the OSURA newsletter, for review and comment from the Board.  The Board agreed that the newsletter should be mailed to all retirees, not just members, and that an electronic version also be sent to OSURA members at the same time the printed version is mailed. In addition, it should be available through the OSURA Website. Gale Hazel will arrange for the printing of the newsletter, Website posting, and email distribution to members. Kathy Meddaugh will send an updated OSU retiree mailing list to OSU Mailing Services by April 3rd so that the printed version of the newsletter can be mailed on or before May 1st.

· ALL Activities: Jean Peters announced that plans for ALL’s Appreciation Day are underway.  As a tool to publicize Spring Term’s courses, ALL plans to distribute bookmarks that will include a list of the courses offered.  ALL’s curriculum will continue with the countries theme, this time on African countries; issues, history, science, and fine arts.  She also announced that Caroline Wilkins is a new member of the ALL Board.
· Updating Website: Les Dunnington requested that suggestions and/or ideas about content and improvements on the OSURA Website be forwarded to him; he will share this information with Claudia Painter.

· Annual Meeting: Les Dunnington distributed an updated agenda for the Annual Meeting on May 14th.  The Board discussed the agenda and reviewed expenses and assignments for the event.  The following topics were discussed:
1. Publicity – Gale will bring copies of the newsletter and will post the event on the OSU Web Calendar.  Preparing a news release, sent to OSU This Week and perhaps the Gazette Times, was discussed.  Surveys will be distributed to those attending;

2. Refreshments – Marilyn Sarff will order refreshments and provide a gift basket as a door prize.  George Keller will bring his ticket roll for the gift basket drawing;

3. Program – David Eiseman will introduce the performers.  They will perform for about 20 minutes.  Gale suggested that Board members arrive early to help with the room set up.  Kathy Meddaugh will ask her husband, Gary, to take photos, she also mentioned that Robert Hood, OSU This Week editor, should be contacted about covering the event; 

4. Nominating Committee – Bill Brennan announced that Kathy Heath and Norma Barnhisel are the two new nominees for the Board.  The slate of officers are: Jean Peters, President; Bill Brennan, President-elect; Bill Wilkins, Treasurer; and Gale Hazel, Secretary; 

5. Business Meeting – Les Dunnington will preside over the business portion of the meeting, and will close with the drawing of the door prize.

· Committees:  There was general discussion about the current OSURA committee structure.  Les Dunnington urged the Board to nominate non-board members who are interested in serving on, or chairing a committee.   These individuals could be considered non-voting “members at large” appointed by the OSURA President.
· OSURA Budget Development/Business Plan: Mary Alice Seville presented her survey findings that ranked current OSURA objectives and activities.  The Board reviewed the handout and discussed how to approach the university leadership with this information for the purpose of obtaining official recognition and resources for OSURA.  Ongoing concerns are how to implement a mechanism to identify and communicate with all OSU retirees, plus possible financial help with mailing costs, etc.  Les Dunnington recommended that an individual and/or committee be assigned to get activities done.  Gale Hazel asked if we should proceed with a formal business plan. Another suggestion was to consider identifying someone who could act as a development officer for the Board.  John Byrne asked if OSURA was an organization that was recognized as part of the Alumni Association’s annual fund-raising efforts. 
· University Relations: Jean Peters introduced President Emeritus John Byrne.  President Byrne has agreed to act as OSURA’s university relations advisor. After conferring with Board members, he offered the following suggestions/ideas to improve membership and awareness about OSURA:
1. Suggest that members bring two friends to the Annual Meeting;

2. Work with the deans to communicate information about OSURA;

3. Make a presentation to the Dean’s Council and/or Provost’s Council;

4. Make a presentation to the Council of Regents.

Next Meeting:  Thursday, May 1, 2003:  10:00 a.m.– noon, OSU Foundation, Christensen Room.

Meeting Adjourned: After no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

