Oregon State University Retirement Association (OSURA)

Minutes of the Board Meeting

December 11, 2003

Present:  Norma Banrhisel, Bill Brennan, David Eiseman, Gale Hazel, Kathy Heath, Ron Lovell, Kathy Meddaugh, Jean Peters, Bill Wilkins

Absent:  Les Dunnington

Approval of Board Meeting Minutes:  The minutes of the November 13, 2003 board meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Wilkins reported the current balance is $1,583.27

Old Business:

College of Education Tour—Brennan reported 21 people, far exceeding expectations.  He said Dean Sam Stern did an outstanding job.

Retirement and Change Workshop—Meddaugh said that plans were firm for the workshop to be held February 4, 10, and 25, 2004 in the La Raza Room (MU 208) on the Memorial Union from 10 a.m. to noon.  Paul Biwan will give the opening presentation and moderate the panel.  Meddaugh and Barnhisel are working on the selection of the panelists.  

Special January Newsletter—Lovell said he had done his interviews with Biwan and Meddaugh and would have copy to Hazel by December 19.  She will design the newsletter and have it printed to go into the mail by January 15.  Meddaugh will then send an e-mail about the workshop to people contemplating retirement.  [Although the workshop is open to OSURA members, its primary audience will probably be those on the verge of retiring.]

College of Business Contact—Peters and Brennan met with John Hogan of the college to discuss possible OSURA help for its new applied business certificate program.  They told him they saw no role for volunteers to play at this time.

Web Site—Hazel passed out a revised OSURA Web Page and asked that board members review it for corrections and additions and give them to her as soon as possible via e-mail.

New Business:

Hazel reported that Curt Pederson, interim vice president for university advancement, had offered $3,300 to produce what he said might be called an “OSURA Directory.”  This would mean adding the names of both non-emeritus faculty and classified staff.  After much discussion about how to gather these names and the permission to include them, Peters appointed a subcommittee of Brennan, Heath, Hazel and Lovell to work out a plan.

OSURA Branding—Peters passed out a letterhead she had created.  Hazel offered to send members a template for them to create their own letterheads.  Brennan discussed the high price of buttons for use by volunteers and said creating nametags might be the way to go.  He passed out special OSURA T-shirts to board members.

March Event at Hilton Garden Hotel—The board deferred a decision on whether to hold an event at the hotel until their own tour later that afternoon.  [After the tour, the board decided to ask hotel officials to present a tour of facilities.  They agreed to do so and it was set for March 17, 2004, with other details to be worked out in January.]

Other Events—Brennan agreed to work with Harold Hunter and Irwin Harris in arranging a tour, possible golf tournament, and picnic at the Trysting Tree Golf Course.  The Annual Meeting is set for May 12, 2004 at the Foundation Building.

“Institutionalizing” OSURA—Peters handed out a list of what Big 10 schools do for their retirement organizations.  They range from providing a budget, office space, and mailing to arrangements similar to what OSURA gets from OSU.  Wilkins pointed out the need for OSURA to become an organization of the University and not one that is what he called “personality” based.  Peters said that OSURA needed to be part of the master plan.  She appointed a subcommittee of Wilkins, Hazel, Barnhisel, Brennan  and Meddaugh to study the matter and put something on paper for future presentation to OSU President Ed Ray.

Membership—Eiseman noted Dunnington’s report on term expirations and the resulting need to fill three board openings.  Brennan and Hazel agreed to extend their terms.  That leaves one board opening.  With Wilkins’ departure, a new treasurer will need to be picked.  Peters asked for members to submit names by the March board meeting.

Next Meeting:  Friday, January 23, 2004, 10 a.m. to noon, at the home of Kathy Meddaugh, 1328 N.W. Souza Place, Corvallis.

Meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m.

