OSURA Board Meeting Minutes
Friday, October 3, 2025 – Benton County Foundation

Present: Kevin Ahern (online), Tony Amandi, Gary Beach, Bill Boggess, Leslie Burns Boggess, Harrison Branch (online), Jaga Giebultowicz (online), Rose Kenneke, Larry Pribyl, Indira Rajagopal (online), Bruce Sorte, Joanne Sorte, Teri Trujillo, Liz Webb.
Absent: Carolyn Aldwin, Mary Burke, Mike Burke

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 AM by President Gary Beach.
Approval of Previous Minutes
The board reviewed the minutes from the September 5, 2025 OSURA Board Meeting. A motion to approve the minutes was made by Tony, seconded by Bruce, and passed unanimously.
Budget and Finance Report
Report: Bruce Sorte reported that there was no budget report available for distribution at this meeting. Bill requested that paper copies of the budget documents be provided at the November meeting. The OSU Foundation distributes the budget information after the board’s meeting dates, so Bruce will email the budget report one month late. Larry suggested that holding monthly board meetings on the second Friday could provide access to the latest budget information. Gary noted that this change could be considered for next year, but the meeting room is already reserved through this year.
Donor Acknowledgments: Gary inquired about sending thank you letters to donors. The donor list includes 30 individuals. It was agreed that sending a letter or card before the next annual meeting would be good stewardship, and Leslie offered to write these in April or May. Printing and Mailing can produce suitable cards.
Board Insurance: Bruce is researching board insurance options, and Foremost may be the provider.
Committee Reports
Scholarship Committee
Kevin Ahern reported that TRIAD has submitted a proposal to OSURA. TRIAD has ceased operations and has a $60,000 scholarship endowment. Joe Nibler contacted Kevin about OSURA taking over management of the funds. The endowment generates $2,500 per year, with $500 awarded to individual scholars. If TRIAD is successful in raising the endowment to $100,000 for their 100th year, the scholarship amount could be increased to $1,000. There is some confusion about merging scholarships due to a service requirement for TRIAD applicants, which differs from OSURA’s criteria. The board could consider managing the scholarship for one year and then reassess. Kevin noted that Joe needs an answer soon.
Gary spoke with Hannah at OSUF, who expressed discomfort with merging funds due to differing GPA and criteria requirements. Gary suggested that the board discuss the matter at the November meeting with Joe present. Kevin also noted that the new scholarship cycle begins in January and asked if TRIAD is seeking another unit to manage the funds. He proposed to Joe that the funds and scholarships be managed completely separately.
Programs Committee
The Programs Committee will meet on October 16. Tony Amandi shared that Sally Bowman has joined the committee and has ideas for possible presentations. Larry Pribyl updated that the Arthropod Collection tour is planned for the spring and needs to be confirmed with Christopher Marshall for April or May. Tony is also working on organizing a tour of the PRAx facility and the new Taani Research Vessel docked at Newport.
Newsletter, Website, and Volunteers
Liz Webb is compiling material for the Fall edition of OSURA News & Views, scheduled for publication in December. The newsletter will emphasize the OSURA Scholarship Program, scholarship recipients, and the Scholars Reception held at the Corvallis Public Library. The committee hopes to include two faculty memoirs. Emily Ho has a research study on walnuts, and volunteers will be compensated $250. Jaga will ask Emily if the link to the research study can be shared with the OSURA list.
Member Services Committee
The Member Services Committee, chaired by Jaga Giebultowicz, will meet in October to discuss new activity possibilities. The next hike is planned for spring, coinciding with the trillium bloom. Charlotte Headrick has proposed a presentation, and Jaga will assist her in preparing it, including materials from Archives. Jaga will also ask Jennifer Milburn for permission to use the Foundation meeting room for one additional occasion.
Travel Share
Rose Kenneke reported that Brooke Collison will host a “living room conversation” on traveling on October 6, titled “Blunders, Bonuses, Burdens and Benefits: Experiencing My Years of Traveling (Stuff Rick Steves Left Out).” The next Travel Share event will be scheduled for winter, with the date to be announced.
Recruitment and Welcoming Committee
Mary was absent. The board discussed sending a letter to members whose dues have expired. Slogans considered for the letter included “Aging, everyone is doing it” and “It’s not as good without you.”
Staff Report
Teri Trujillo announced that the 2025 OSURA Directory has been submitted for printing and will be mailed to members' addresses.
Old Business
Gary will pursue organizing a third presentation by David Bernell in cooperation with ALL, anticipated to draw a large audience and focusing on a look at Trump’s administration after his first year. The event is tentatively planned for February or March 2026.
Guest Joe Nibler was unable to attend to discuss the TRIAD Student Scholarship Fund. Bruce noted the challenges of accessing Foundation funds for hosting guests and will seek solutions.
New Business
Larry Pribyl moderated the Student Scholarship Panel event held on September 29, which featured eight scholars and an audience of 26 attendees.
Gary proposed holding the OSURA 25th Anniversary celebration in spring and hopes Les Risser will accept the invitation to attend, recognizing her significant early support of OSURA.
On document archiving, Gary updated the board on the storage issue, stating he has obtained all OSURA archives boxes and is reviewing their contents. Documents containing sensitive information such as SSNs and account numbers need to be shredded. He also noted that five years of records are missing.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 AM.
Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Webb for Michael J. Burke
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